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Cricket Ireland is proud to nominate the Cricket Connects Summer Camp
for the Community Impact Award. This cross-community initiative 4
exemplifies how sport can bring people together, foster inclusion, and
strengthen relationships across cultural and community divides.

Following the cancellation of a youth sports camp in Co. Down, Cricket
Ireland stepped in to deliver a special Cricket Connects camp — bringing
together over 150 children from across Northern Ireland and Donegal.

Participants from cricket, GAA, rugby, hockey, and local community ﬂb
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groups came together for a day of shared learning, play, and connection, ‘/\ ‘ A

showcasing the unifying power of sport.. tﬁ~
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PURPOSE & DELIVERY

The camp was created to provide a safe, welcoming and positive environment
where children from all backgrounds could come together through sport. Following
the cancellation of a smaller local event, Cricket Ireland stepped in to expand the
opportunity, coordinating with community partners, Sport NI, and the Northern
Ireland Civil Service Sports Association to host a multi-sport camp underpinned by
respect, teamwork and fun

Participants took part in skill-building sessions, games and teamwork activities
designed to promote physical activity, confidence, and understanding between
communities. The event was supported by more than 20 coaches and volunteers
across multiple sports and attended by political representatives from across the
spectrum, including Junior Ministers Aisling Reilly and Pam Cameron, who praised
the initiative as “a great example of how sport can unite young people and build
lasting friendships.”
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IMPACT AND OUTGOMES

The Cricket Connects camp had a tangible and positive
Impact on participants and the wider community:

e 150+ children engaged from diverse sporting and
community backgrounds.

e High-profile national media coverage across BBC, ITV,
Belfast Telegraph, Irish News and Cool FM highlighting
cricket’s inclusive role in society.

e Cross-party political and community endorsement,

demonstrating the unifying power of sport. \ f | ¥ -
« Direct participant feedback highlighting new friendshipSilasd ¢ / 4 Vs
confidence and interest in trying new sports — with ez 2 -
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several clubs reporting new sign-ups in the weeks
following.



More than a one-day event, Cricket Connects has become a model for future
collaboration between sporting bodies. It has shown that cricket can act as a bridge
across communities, reinforcing shared values of respect, teamwork and inclusion.
The most recent event's success has inspired plans to deliver similar cross-
community engagement programmes regionally in 2026, ensuring a lasting legacy of
connection and participation.

The Cricket Connects camp and the wider programme embodies the spirit of the
Community Impact Award. It demonstrates how leadership, quick action, and
collaboration can transform a moment of division into one of unity and joy. It has
brought children, parents, and communities together through sport and in doing so, it
has strengthened the social fabric that underpins peace and progress in Northern
Ireland.

Cricket Ireland’s commitment to inclusion and connection through sport has made a
measurable difference to the lives of young people and their communities a true
example of sport’'s power to inspire change.
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Further information on cricket connects can he found here: oes ‘
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https://cricketireland.ie/get-involved/get-into-cricket/cricket-connects/
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